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Welcome
The Institute of Ismaili Studies (IIS) was established in 1977 with

the object of promoting scholarship and learning on Muslim

societies and cultures, historical as well as contemporary, and a

better understanding of its relationship with other societies and

faiths. The above objectives are realised through programmes and

activities organised and implemented by the various Departments

of the Institute. The Department of Graduate Studies currently

offers two post graduate level programmes, the Graduate

Programme in Islamic Studies and Humanities (GPISH) and the

Secondary Teacher Education Programme (STEP).

In pursuit of these objectives, the Institute periodically collaborates, on a programme

specific basis, with other institutions of learning. In this spirit, the IIS works with the Institute

of Education at the University of London to deliver the Secondary Teacher Education

Programme (STEP). The collaboration is designed to address the training of teachers within

a framework that links their Muslim heritage to the intellectual methods and best practices

available in the academic environment.

STEP is a pioneering, collaborative programme for producing teachers who will teach the

interdisciplinary Secondary Curriculum (developed by the IIS) to young people globally. This

programme culminates in an MA and MTeach, both awarded by the IOE.

GPISH is an innovative, interdisciplinary three year programme in Islamic Studies and Humanities,

the first two years of which are spent at the IIS.  All GPISH students attend a British university for

their Masters in their third year.  The majority of students attend universities which are either

members of the Russell Group or of the former 1994 Group, including Oxford, Cambridge, the

London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) and the School of Oriental and African

Studies (SOAS).  The STEP and GPISH programmes have both been designed to meet the need

for educators, intellectuals and leaders for the community and society at large.

Dr Farhad Daftary 
Director, The Institute of Ismaili Studies

Message from the Director of the IIS



The Graduate Programme in Islamic Studies and Humanities encourages a perspective

which is not confined to the theological and religious heritage of Islam, but seeks to explore

the relationship of religious ideas to broader dimensions of society and culture. It thus

encourages an inter-disciplinary approach to the materials of Islamic history and thought.

Particular attention is also given to issues of modernity that arise as Muslims seek to relate

their heritage to contemporary circumstances.

Within the Islamic tradition, GPISH seeks to promote research on those areas which have

had relatively lesser attention devoted to them in secondary scholarship to date. These

include the intellectual and literary expressions of Shi‘ism in general, and Ismailism in

particular. In the context of Islamic societies, GPISH is informed by the full range and diversity

of cultures in which Islam is practiced today, from the Middle East, Southern and Central Asia

and Africa to the industrialised societies of the West, thus taking into consideration the

variety of contexts which shape the ideals, beliefs and practices of the faith.
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“What inspired me to pursue GPISH after my

under-graduate studies, was its critical
approach towards understanding the historical

discourse and contemporary issues facing
Muslim societies. GPISH allowed me to
understand the development of Muslim
traditions through the lenses of anthropology,

history, literature, philosophy, gender and
modernity. Furthermore, with a class of
twelve students from eight nationalities, 
I came across diverse perspectives to
understand the Muslim societies. ”

Amirali Parpia 
GPISH 2015
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The principles outlined here inform all the intellectual programmes of the Institute, including

the two graduate programmes of study, as well as research, seminars or conferences, and

public lectures. The Graduate Programme in Islamic Studies and Humanities, in particular,

reflects a basic re-assessment of conventional, academic programmes in this field. Essentially,

it seeks to integrate areas and methodologies that have become separated in many existing

programmes.

The philosophy of the graduate programme also reflects the premises guiding the Institute’s

intellectual activities as a whole. Among the levels on which integration as well as new

perspectives are intended, the following are noteworthy.

Intellectual Disciplines
The programme seeks to avoid a division of pertinent disciplines – e.g. history, anthropology,

political science, philosophical analysis, linguistic and literary criticism – in the study of Muslim

societies. It aims to do more than merely encourage cross-references between them. Its

objective is rather to promote an approach in which the disciplines are intertwined at their

roots, to produce an integrated analysis of the subject, conceived as broadly as possible.

Integrated subject matter
Behind this approach to methods of study there lies a specific approach to the subject-

matter too. The premise here is that “Islam” can more fruitfully be treated as a civilisation

rather than a religion only. This premise has implications for the treatment of the subject-

matter. Instead of conventional divisions such as theology, law and mysticism, representing

distinct religious interpretations of Islam, the programme treats these and other issues in

the common framework of a cultural history. This means, first, that religious developments

will be seen as part of the development of thought and culture in Muslim societies. Secondly,

those aspects of culture, like art, poetry and architecture, which are not always treated at

par with doctrine, law or religious practice, will be so regarded in this programme. Thirdly,

as culture cannot be studied in isolation from society, the programme will treat this inter-

relationship (of ideas and meanings to social and political forces) as one of the keys to an

integrated understanding of the subject.
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Historical emergence of forms and definitions
If the inter-relationship of cultural factors to socio-political ones (as indicated above) is of

importance, it means that the diverse definitions and schools of thought which emerged in

Islam must be understood historically. The division of Islam into its existing sects and schools

was not always a neat or hard and fast phenomenon at all periods of history. The number

and boundaries of the groups tended to fluctuate with time and place. The programme will

show the emergent character of these divisions, rather than assuming them as a given fact.

Similarly, assumptions (even where these are implicit rather than explicit) like “orthodoxy”

and “heterodoxy” have a strong influence on the way in which Islam is understood. Again,

the historically-based approach in this programme will seek to understand how and where

these or similar concepts were arrived at, rather than taking them as given.

Poetic and imaginative discourse
An historical approach to Islam must be balanced by a due appreciation of the meaning

religious ideas have for their followers, and the centrality of spiritual and ethical aspirations

in their lives. The programme will give due attention, therefore, to the role of poetic and

imaginative discourse in the shaping of spiritual life in Muslim cultures.

Cultural diversity
While the approach to Islam as a civilisation is intended to integrate as well as enlarge both

the subject-matter and the angles of study, this does not preclude an appreciation of the

enormous diversity of Muslim societies. One of the objectives of the programme is to re-

examine all explicit and implicit descriptions of Islam as a monolithic phenomenon. It will

examine the dialectic of cultures whereby a variety of older, existing traditions were

assimilated, transformed and synthesized, in most areas, into regional expressions of Islam.

The diversity of these expressions must be noted without normative preconceptions about

their validity. The programme will study the diverse features of Islamic culture in such

significant areas as the Middle East, South-east Asia, the Indian subcontinent and Africa south

of the Sahara, without assuming such distinctions as that between “peripheral” and “central”

Islamic lands. Similarly, the programme will examine the important role of not only

“classical” languages (Arabic, Persian) but also national, regional or local vernaculars in the

evolution of Islamic sensibilities.
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Two other implications of this non-normative approach may be noted. One is to re-examine

the one-sided emphasis, in many scholarly accounts, on “learned” (or textual) Islam to the

relative neglect of “popular” and oral traditions, and to note the validity of these varying 

expressions in their respective contexts. The other, related objective is to avoid exclusive

concentration on doctrinal and intellectual formulations, and to balance these by full

attention to the practical manifestation of Islamic ideals in living societies.

Because of the last-mentioned issue, anthropology will have no lesser place as a tool of

analysis in the programme than the “classical” disciplines of philology, history, etc. However,

the insights of anthropology will be marshalled widely in the study of the civilisation as a

whole. This will enable anthropological analysis to range well beyond its traditional

concentration on local rather than national and international societies and cultures.

Bridging history and contemporary societies
Despite recent attempts to link the two, there is a persisting tendency for research into the

past to proceed along separate lines from the study of contemporary Muslim societies. This

is in part reinforced by academic departmentalisation, whereby those trained in economics,

sociology and politics tend to focus on contemporary developments, to the relative neglect

of religious and historical topics, and vice versa. The intellectual framework of this

programme is designed to bridge this gap. It assumes that spiritual or existential issues are

as relevant to contemporary Muslim societies as they were in history. The study of the vast

changes introduced in these societies in the modern period will pay attention to the

meaning and images of the past which are current in these societies. It will focus as much

on the spiritual implications of social change as on the reverse relationship, both in history

and contemporary life.
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Re-examining the boundaries of civilisations
The polarity of “Islam” and the “West”, assumed in much of contemporary discourse about

the subject, needs to be subjected to critical analysis. The graduate programme (as well as

parallel research, public lectures and publications) will examine the origins, logic and the

consequences, political and cultural, of this categorisation. The overlap of some of the more

fundamental issues of society and culture today (across Western and non-Western lands, or

across the developed and developing worlds) need to be noted without the distortions

inherent in too facile an opposition between the “West” and “non-West”.

“GPISH provides an excellent opportunity for

those who aim to diversify their knowledge
and develop a thorough understanding of
Islam and Muslim societies. It is particularly
significant for those who want to comprehend

the dynamics of 'political Islam' and excel in
this academic field.”

Azzam Alkasir
GPISH 2014



Muslims in History: I, II and III
Combining a broadly chronological approach with thematic explorations and case-studies,

these three modules aim to help students develop a scholarly sound narrative of the histories

of Muslim cultures from their emergence in the seventh century to contemporary times.

Starting with an exploration of historiography and philosophy of history, the first module will

focus on understanding history as a form of knowledge, recognising the meaning and role of

interpretation in any historical writing (and reading). The modules would situate the early

history of Muslims in the socio-historical context of Late Antiquity, examining salient political,

cultural and religious developments of the Near East in the first millennium. Modules two and

three will analyse key developments in Muslim history, including the exploration of how

certain events get constructed and interpreted as key moments. The modules will approach

Muslim history as part of broader world history and thus in a historical and comparative

context.  A key feature of the modules will be to bring out issues such as the diversity and

historicity of norms, institutions and conceptions; the dialectic of thought and material forces;

and the contested nature of authority, identity, symbols and legitimacy. The third module in

particular will focus on the nature of modern philosophical, cultural and sociological

developments in Muslim contexts through investigating case studies of selected movements

and figures and the uses of history in religious, political and social discourses.

The Qur’an
This module aims to acquaint students with the necessary conceptual tools to deal with the

complexities related to the study of the Qur’an and its reception in Muslim intellectual

history. The module will be based on constant reflection on epistemological, methodological

and historiographical issues.  Students will be invited to analyse the concept of revelation,

prophethood and scripture; and will need to examine the intellectual, religious and socio-

political context in which the Qur’an came about. Attention will be paid to the interaction

between Prophet Muhammad’s life, including his relations with his contemporaries, and the

unfolding of the revelations. Focus will thus be given to the difficulties of contextualising the

Qur’an. In addition, the module will cover the main concerns and issues found in the

revelations and will devote some attention to the type of language and style deployed in

Qur’anic suras and ayas.  The module will then explore later interpretive traditions; students

will thus have the chance to delve into the various debates and controversies that

theologians, philosophers and other thinkers generated around the Qur’an, its nature and

its language. Finally, the module will consider the discussions around the Qur’an in

contemporary scholarship.
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Graduate Programme in Islamic Studies 
and Humanities
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Prophet Muhammad and Imam Ali: Representations in Texts & Traditions 
The module aims to provide students with a well-rounded understanding of theological, historical

and contemporary issues around the question of religious authority in Muslim contexts. It will do

so by first situating the Islamic notions of prophecy and the Imamate in the wider context of the

modes of divine authority and leadership, found across many cultures and particularly in ancient

Near East. It will then examine our knowledge of Prophet Muhammad and Hazrat Ali as historical

personalities by exploring various historical interpretations by modern scholars, debates about

Muslim sources and revisionist versions of the history of the early Muslim period. The module

will trace the changing image of Prophet Muhammad and Hazrat Ali in a variety of Muslim

interpretations, from fiqh to falsafa, exploring links between these figures of reverence, social

imagination and socio-political developments. The module will survey the diverse ways in which

the images of Prophet Muhammad and Hazrat Ali have become integral to respectively Muslim

and Shi‘i Muslim identity, and the elevation of these figures as paradigms for determining norms

of personal and communal behaviour.  At the end of the module students will be able to revisit

the current widespread understanding of prophethood and the Imamate and to approach them

in their shifting, and at times contested, historical and contemporary contexts. 

Key Moments in Shi‘i History, Thought and Society
The aim of the module is to provide students with a basic grounding in the key moments and

turning points in the history of Shi‘i Islam, with special reference to Twelver (Ithna’ashari) Shi‘i Islam.

The module will start with an overview of the formative period of Shi‘i Islam until the death of

Imam Ja’far al-Sadiq and then cover aspects of the subsequent history of the Twelver Shi‘a, with

some attention to Zaydi Shi‘ism. Shi‘i communities will be studied in the broader context of Islamic

history, with due attention to the socio-economic factors that contributed to the articulation of

Shi‘i identity and sentiments in different regions and in different periods of Islamic history.

Key Moments in Ismaili History
This module provides a survey of key moments and developments in Ismaili history, from the

earliest times to early modern times. The module aims to integrate the perspectives of history,

theology and social sciences to illuminate critical junctures and intellectual developments, also

covering Ismaili contributions to Islamic thought and culture, and contextualising Ismailis within

the broader framework of Islamic history. Following an introduction to Ismaili historiography and

the general nature of the source materials on the Ismailis, the module will concentrate on the

early history of the Ismailis, from the 8th century to the foundation of the Fatimid caliphate in

909. The next part will be devoted to the history of the Nizari Ismailis during the Alamut period

(1090-1256), while the final part will cover certain key patterns in the history of the post-Alamut

Nizari Ismailis until the middle of the 19th century. The module will conclude with an investigation

of the circumstances under which the Nizaris emerged in modern times as a progressive religious

community under the leadership of their Imams, known internationally as the Aga Khans.



Ismailis in Modern Times
This module explores the key events, personalities and texts that have shaped the history

of Ismaili communities in the modern period (from the late modern period, roughly late

eighteenth century until present day) and considers the continuing relevance, perception

and impact of this legacy on today’s concerns. The emphasis will be on situating Ismailis

within the larger framework of the ummah and other global communities.  How do theories

in political and social theories related to transnational communities, global and local

communities and minorities apply to Ismailis around the world?  Particular attention will be

paid to regional studies of Ismailis residing in different parts of the world, following diverse

traditions. Adequate attention will also be paid to the Imamate of Aga Khan IV; the work of

Imamat and Jamati institutions and its subsequent impact on the social, economic and

educational development of the community.  

Religion, Literature and Identity in South Asian Muslim contexts
South Asia is home to the largest concentration of Muslims in the world. This module

surveys the historical development of Muslim communities in the region focusing on various

articulations of their identities. Using the Satpanthi Khoja communities of Gujarat, Sind and

Punjab and their ginan literature as a case study, the module considers issues and themes

related to constructions of identity within religious and socio-political contexts, as well as

the broader framework of South Asian cultures as expressed in language, literature and the

arts. The module also examines the various ways in which the terms "Islamic" and "Muslim"

have been defined in pre-modern and modern discourses in South Asia, particularly those

of colonialism, nationalism and “Islamization.”

Art, Literature and Religion
This module explores the role that literature and the arts play in the production,

interpretation and dissemination of culture in Muslim societies. Through case studies of

selected literary genres (scriptures, panegyrics, love lyrics, epic romances, folk songs and folk

tales) and the arts (music, dance, drama, architecture, calligraphy, miniaturepaintings) it

examines the complex relationships between religion, literature and the arts as expressions

of piety as well as sociopolitical critique in a variety of historical and cultural contexts.
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Intellectual traditions in the History of Muslims
This module aims at shedding light on fundamental currents of thought which prospered in

the History of Muslims, by taking stock of recent advances in scholarship. Traditional

historians of Islam used to focus on religious learned traditions and their role in shaping the

social order and in facing, supporting or opposing those who seize political power. However,

recent historical studies – particularly some works which attempted to build a

comprehensive understanding of the whole spectrum of cultural developments in Muslim

contexts, such as those by Marshall Hodgson and Mohamed Abed Jabri – have highlighted

the diversity of intellectual traditions which thrived in predominantly Muslim environments,

their interactions and their role in shaping intellectual outlooks among the elites as well as

key aspects of the everyday life within the population at large. The module will offer an

understanding of the continuities that link those traditions with areas of interest and

disciplines cultivated in the history of mankind across cultural and religious divides, as well

as the diversity of forms and expressions these traditions have taken. Geographical and

periodical classifications will be objects of close scrutiny in order to uncover assumptions

that they may convey, and in order to help situate intellectual traditions which emerged in

Muslim contexts within the wide framework of humanity’s intellectual development.

Ethics, law and society
This module aims, first, at bringing clarity into the use of notions such as ethics, morality,

religious law, positive law and other similar categories which are widely used. It would then

offer an introduction to the emergence, during what is called the “Axial Age”, of important

questions about the universe, the place of man in it, the meaning of life and the norms that

should guide the behaviour of man. The ways through which those questions were

addressed by various individuals and circles, some invoking the sole authority of reason,

while others claiming some form of inspiration, be it religious revelation or mystical

intuition, will be discussed. The processes through which some of these answers were

institutionalised and gave birth to specific regulation systems and to the erection of

particular social orders or political systems will also be examined. The module will conclude

by highlighting the idea of a sharp division between “is” and “ought”, as it emerged in the

18th century, and how this idea has brought an important shift to the discussions, in our

time, about ethics, law and the social order.



Ritual, Worship and Practice
Employing an interdisciplinary approach including anthropology, sociology, history and

religious studies, this module aims to provide students with a framework to understand the

role of ritual, practice and spaces of worship in human societies with a particular focus on

the Ismaili community. The module will first explore sociological and anthropological theories

on ritual and religious practice as categories of experience and analysis. Students will

familiarise themselves with key academic figures in the study of such pivotal yet elusive

concepts; and will become aware of the latest developments in this field. As a second step,

through a series of case studies of specific ritual practices and forms of worship, students will

engage in an in-depth understanding of various ideas and concepts associated with ritual and

worship, such as continuity and change; communal vs. individual; essence vs. form; ritualisation;

performance and meaning-making; emotion; the ritual body; negotiation between ‘local’ and

‘global’; authority, legitimation and social control through ritual; gender and ritual space. Last,

focused case-studies will shed light on how rituals and forms of worships developed and

evolved historically amongst Muslims; and particularly within the Ismaili community.  

Research Design and Methods
The purpose of this module is to equip students with the necessary background knowledge

and skills to proficiently plan and undertake research activity within the field of Social

Sciences. The module will begin with a short introduction on the intellectual history of

Social Sciences, including a critical overview of the debates and developments surrounding

some of the involved disciplines. In the following phase, an in-depth examination of issues

and approaches to Qualitative and Quantitative research design will be undertaken, taking

into account the most recent advances in the field. The module will then focus on the

development of a number of key practical skills, including the design of research questions

and proposals, literature reviews, surveys, fieldwork activities, data collection and analysis.

This part will also involve a series of practical exercises, resulting in the drafting of a

comprehensive research proposal that the students will employ for their upcoming Field

Project. The concluding section will examine techniques and approaches for writing a

professional-level research paper, thus enabling students to proficiently translate their Field

Project experience into an academic piece of excellent standard.

Students will also have the opportunity to attend a lecture series delivered by 
Dr Aziz Esmail on the Philosophy of Religion.
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Language Study: Arabic or Persian
The study of Arabic is compulsory in the first two years of the programme for all students

not proficient in this language. The programme runs three levels of Arabic (Beginners,

Intermediate and Advanced) and students are placed in a class based on their prior

knowledge and experience. The overall aim is to equip students with the skills needed to

read primary texts in Arabic in different disciplines and from different historical periods.

Prior to the start of the first year, students undertake a four week Intensive Pre-Sessional

course at the IIS. At the end of the first year, students participate in a summer Arabic

immersion programme in an Arabic speaking country.

Students who are already fluent in Arabic will be required to study Persian in order to read and

understand core Persian texts. Persian language study includes participation in a summer

Persian immersion programme in Iran or Tajikistan. Students may also have the opportunity to

study other languages used in Muslim societies.

“GPISH is an unparalleled journey of

knowledge and self-discovery. It challenges you

and urges you to challenge yourself. As with all

journeys, it isn’t a linear path; but through it,

what begins as a spark of inspiration grows

into a fire that can be nurtured for the rest of

your life. ”
Abida Kassam 
GPISH 2015



Language Immersion trips
The study of Arabic (or Persian for those fluent in Arabic) is central to the programme as it

enables students to read and understand the Qur’an and other primary texts. In addition to

two years of language training at the IIS, students also attend a four week intensive language

immersion programme in an Arabic speaking country (or Iran or Tajikistan for those studying

Persian) at the end of their first year. This is an opportunity for students to immerse themselves

in the language and culture of an Arab/Persian-speaking country. In the past students have

attended language immersion programmes in Morocco, Egypt, Tunisia and Yemen. 
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Educational Field Trips
Whenever feasible, GPISH students are taken on two field trips in the course of the

programme (subject to Foreign and Commonwealth Office, FCO, approval). The trips are

focussed on visits to Muslim architectural monuments of the Fatimid and Andalusian eras,

but also provide the opportunity to see the art and architecture of other periods. The field

trips also allow the students to witness the contemporary use of the architectural sites. The

trips contribute to the attainment of learning objectives of the GPISH modules in which the

focus is on learning about the formation of political and religious identity through the

medium of art and architecture. For the students, who are accompanied by IIS faculty, these

cultural and architectural trips serve to complement in-house academic modules and topics

related to History; Anthropology of Muslim Societies, Art and Architecture of Muslim

Societies, and Intellectual Traditions.
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"In our excavations and our historical investigations, 

I constantly have been reminded that we were touching

the very foundations of my ancestors, the Fatimids, 

and the pluralistic history and intellectual

profile of this city and this country to 

which they contributed so profoundly."

Speech by His Highness the
Aga Khan at the Inauguration

of Al-Azhar Park, Cairo,
Egypt, 25 March 2005



It might be said that on these trips the academic modules that the students take are brought

to life as they visit the places in which key historical events took place and they see with

their own eyes, artistic and architectural examples. Furthermore, Cairo and Spain were

home to a number of the intellectuals whom the students will have encountered in their

study of philosophy, literature and intellectual traditions.

Specifically, the trip to Egypt aims to provide students with an insight into the history of the city

of Cairo which was founded during Ismaili Fatimid rule; provide exposure to the students, as

researchers, to the layers of pre-Islamic and Islamic Cairo through various forms of art and

architecture; enable students to understand the contribution made by Muslims historically, in

promoting a culture of religious tolerance and enable students to witness the contemporary

use of sites of historical relevance as well as to learn about structures in terms of secular and

religious form and function. In addition, the trip to Cairo gives students a taste of a

contemporary Muslim-majority society; it is also additional exposure to contemporary Arabic

language ‘on the ground’, which adds to their GPISH Arabic language course.

Students get a feel for life in the 10th century with guided tours of historic structures, such

as the Mosque of al-Hakim, the city gates and the al-Azhar mosque. A tour of the Museum

of Islamic Art and the Aga Khan Trust for Culture’s Al-Azhar Park is also part of the trip. 

Meanwhile, the trip to Spain aims to provide insights into

various aspects of Muslim history and civilisations in

Spain and enable students to make connections between

the knowledge gained from the Art/Architecture and

History modules and the sites visited.

Some of the primary features that students visit during

this trip are the Great Mosque of Cordoba, which is

the only surviving monument of the Caliphate of

Cordoba; the ruins of Madinat-al-Zahra which was

awarded an Aga Khan Award for Architecture in 2010;

and the magnificent palaces, fountains and gardens of

Alhambra which exemplify the blending of Moorish

and traditional Andalusian architecture.
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Experience matters. 
The classroom is only one part of
the active learning that takes
place here. 

In GPISH, the value of community is 
paramount. The emphasis to grow with your
classmates is within the very structure of the
programme from orientation to the academic
excursions to Cairo and Spain. It is an honor 
to study at The Institute of Ismaili Studies 
not only because of its calibre of faculty 
and reputation as an institution, but 
because of the people in the classroom 
learning beside you."

Naveed Nanjee
Class of 2014



Field Project
The field project is an integral part of the Graduate Programme and is designed to

encourage each student to formulate and conduct a research project which can serve as a

basis for continued post-graduate study or career development. Students conduct research

during the summer of their second academic year. The field project is an opportunity for

students to produce an original piece of research. 

A research supervisor is allocated to each

student to guide them in planning,

preparing, conducting and writing up their

field report. The module on Research

Design and Methods, taught in the second

year, provides students with the necessary

tools to plan and conduct an empirical

study. Towards the completion of this

module, students are expected to submit a

project proposal, including a budget

proposal for their field research. Each

student’s project is approved by a

committee comprising of the Head of

Department, Module Convenor, GPISH

Coordinator and Research Supervisor.

Approved projects are awarded modest

funding to contribute to the cost of travel

to and from the place of research and

other project-related expenses.

Students are evaluated on the presentation

of their research project, in the form of a

report of 10,000 words. The report is

assessed by an internal and external

examiner. Students must pass the field

project in order to Complete the IIS

Graduate Programme award in Islamic

Studies and the Humanities. Students

should also be aware that funding for their

Master's degree in the third year is

dependent on the timely receipt of their

research reports.P
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Listed below are selected 
reports which represent the
breadth of research undertaken
by GPISH students:

"Democracy and Shari’a from the
Perspective of the Syria Muslim
Brotherhood"

"From ‘Cold Wind’ to ‘Door of Mercy’:
The Complexity of Views about the
Lowari Road Tunnel among the
Chitral People"

"Shifting Religious Terrain: Examining
Contemporary Spaces of Worship in
Khorog, Tajikistan"

"Road to Rangoon: The Legal Status 
of the Ismailis Living in Rangoon,
Burma"  

"The Role of Ismaili Women in
Providing Health Care for their
Family in Kenya"

"The Dom of Hunza: Self-Perceptions
and Negotiations"

Canada

USA



Students have carried out field projects in:
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And some more examples of
research undertaken by students:

'Exploring the roots of responsible
leadership in Tanzania: Enlightening
encounters with social entrepreneurs'

'Migration and change: Indian Ismaili
women's lives in London'

'Engagement through space: Ismaili
leadership views on the Ismaili 
Centre, Dubai'

'Project identities: Social networking
websites and the construction and
representation of Pamiri-Ismaili 
Identity among Tajik Ismailis'

''A new Uganda': An examination of 
the Ismaili Muslim migrant experience
in Kampala, Uganda'

'Appreciating green: How significant is
an urban park to a local community 
in a developing country'

Kyrgyzstan

Australia

India 

Malaysia 

Japan 

Iran 
Mali 

Uganda 

Morocco Lebanon 

Egypt 

Kenya 

Switzerland

JJJJJJaaaaaaap

Syria 

UK
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Third Year Master’s degree
Students spend the third-year studying for a Master’s degree at a UK degree-granting

university in a subject area that resonates with the aims of the Graduate Programme.

Although no longer resident at the IIS, all third year students are considered to be students

of the Department of Graduate Studies. Students must keep the Department aware of their

academic progress and career plans. The Department may also invite third year students to

return to the IIS to present their work. 

University of Oxford

SOAS 

LSE

University of Cambridge

Institute of Education

Sussex University

University of Edinburgh

UCL

Goldsmiths

Kings College London

Other

Universities students have attended

Your degree from a top UK
university will be recognised by
institutions and companies
around the world.
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Islamic Studies

Education

Anthropology

Development

Social Sciences

Political Science

Law

Media

Literature

Architecture

Other Humanities

Other

Disciplines students have pursued 
for their third year

"GPISH allows me to, not only to learn about

my faith, but also gain the tools to be an active

agent for change and a servant leader in my

community and country. Since the day I
arrived in London, I have been stunned by the

diversity amongst my classmates and other

students at the IIS. This diversity and structure

of the programme allows us to have on-going

conversations in and out of the classroom
setting in order to gain a better understanding

of Muslim societies and discuss contemporary

issues affecting Muslims. 

Ummekulsoom Lalani
GPISH 2016



Career Pathways
The completion of the three-year course of study will prepare graduates of the Graduate

Programme in Islamic Studies and Humanities to pursue higher education in Islamic Studies and

related areas of the humanities and social sciences; or to seek careers in areas which attempt

to address pressing issues faced by contemporary Muslim societies. These may include careers:

in religious education or the management of religious education programmes of the Ismaili

Tariqah and Religious Education Boards; in Aga Khan Network agencies or other non-

governmental organizations, focusing on education, strengthening of civil society, cultural

preservation, poverty alleviation or sustainable development; in one of departments at The

Institute of Ismaili Studies; in the media which represent Muslims and Islam to a wider audience;

or as Muslim artists or writers who, through their work, represent individual perspectives

towards their received heritage.

Past graduates of the GPISH and Humanities are now engaged in careers in fields as diverse as

Islamic studies, Islamic law, education, public health, ethnomusicology, art history, media studies,

and as AKDN representatives.  They are in demand in competitive professional environments

because of their strong analytical and communications skills, as well as their versatility and global

perspective.

While the IIS does not place GPISH students in employment, it does provide opportunities to

meet with recruitment officers of Jamati and AKDN institutions. Each year, the IIS holds Career

Pathways Seminars which provide students with an opportunity to learn more about the

various career options available to them. The IIS also has an Alumni Office which offers

internships for GPISH graduates. For those interested in pursuing careers in academia, the IIS

offers competitive scholarships for doctoral programmes.
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Academia

Government

Development (including AKDN)

Private Sector

Education

Religious Education

Career pathways followed 
by our alumni



The faculty comprises lecturers who have made significant contributions to scholarship and are

engaged in innovative research projects in their respective fields. Current lecturers include IIS

and visiting scholars from leading international academic institutions:
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Dr Omar Ali-de-Unzaga

Prof Ali Asani

Dr Karen Bauer

Dr Stefano Bianca

Dr Raana Bokhari

Dr Stephen Burge

Prof Clive Bush

Dr Igor Cherstich

Dr Maria de Cillis

Dr Farhad Daftary

Dr Al-Karim Datoo

Dr Aziz Esmail

Dr Elizabeth Fowden

Prof Garth Fowden

Dr Laila Halani

Dr Jan-Peter Hartung

Mr Karim Javan

Dr Shainool Jiwa

Dr Carool Kersten

Dr Tullio Lobetti

Dr Sharmina Mawani

Dr George Manginis

Ms Farhana Mayer

Dr Toby Mayer

Dr Gurdofarid Miskinzoda

Mr Luay Mohammed

Ms Zawahir Moir

Dr Marodsilton Muborakshoeva

Mr Abdul J. Muhammad

Dr Anjoom Mukadam

Dr Nandini Nayak

Mr Wael Odeh

Prof Eric Ormsby

Dr Farid Panjwani

Prof Ali Paya

Dr Daryoush Poor

Dr Maryam Rezaee

Dr Miklos Sarkozy

Dr Stefano Taglia

Dr Farouk Topan

Dr Anicee Van-Engeland

Dr Cosimo Zene

Dr Saeed Zeydabadi-Nejad

"GPISH is a platform that focuses on inclusive

learning. It provides us with the skills to adjust

to various circumstances which we may face in

our careers. From classroom discussions to Arabic

immersions it gives an insight of diverse fields. 

GPISH is a programme where I learned how to

think critically and analyze every situation. It

provides the tools to understand various things

in context. Moreover, it is a stepping stone to 

a bright career, as students can pursue their

Master's degree from the most reputed
universities in U.K."

Irfan Haslani
Class of 2015



Academic Support
There are several ways that students are given academic support throughout their two-year

study at the IIS.

Pre-sessional English language courses
Most students who have not had an experience of studying in an English-speaking country

are enrolled on a pre-sessional language course, the period of study being dependent on the

language test scores achieved. Those with the minimum-required (or in some cases, slightly

lower) scores are normally enrolled on a 4-12 week course.

In-house Support
Includes one-to-one sessions with individual Academic Advisors, lecturers, and the Academic

Support Programmes Coordinator (ASPCO). Students are encouraged to learn from the

comments of the lecturers and to discuss their progress with their teachers and Academic

Advisors as well as the ASPCO and the GPISH Coordinator.

n Academic Advisors
All students are allocated an Academic Advisor at the IIS, who will track and monitor 

their academic progress. Academic Advisors act as mentors and provide students with

appropriate support throughout the Programme.

n Academic Support Programmes Coordinator at the IIS
Students who need support will be able to meet regularly with the IIS’ Academic 

Support Programmes Coordinator. The ASPCO will be able to provide regular 

academic support in the form of one-to-one tutorials and consultations. These 

sessions will mostly be in person or, as the coordinator sometimes has to travel for 

work, sometimes remotely via Skype or email. The Coordinator can check work and 

give feedback when needed, and also suggest strategies for ongoing improvement of 

academic writing, English language proficiency, and general study skills.

n Writing Support
In addition to consultations with the ASPCO, the following are the main forms of writing

support that are available:

n Students have access to an academic writing guide on MOODLE (the IIS virtual 

learning environment)

n Online writing support: Students have access to an online writing support website.

n When possible, assistance with the writing of the History Project in Year 1 is 

provided for students by a designated IIS PhD scholar.
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Academic and Student Services



Library Resources
In 2014, The Institute of Ismaili Studies (IIS) and the Institute for the Study of Muslim

Civilisations (AKU-ISMC) agreed to establish one joint library instead of retaining the two

separate libraries. The merging of the libraries aims to meet the Institutes’ teaching needs

and cater to their academic programmes while continuing to build a unique collection on

Islamic studies. 

In its relatively short history, the IIS-ISMC Library has grown into a leading centre and

repository for rare and significant resources illustrative of the pluralism of Ismaili thought

and tradition. The Library’s collection comprises nearly 42,000 items covers Islamic studies

and Muslim civilisations. Its general collection of printed materials consists of reference

works, books, periodicals, and theses on various aspects of Islamic history, theology,

philosophy, law and literature, with a focus on Shi‘i works and esoteric traditions. Besides

this core collection in Islamic studies, the Library has a specialised holding of Ismaili printed

materials comprising nearly over 1,300 volumes of texts and monographs.

A special collection of rare books is also being developed. In addition to the printed

materials, the Library also subscribes to a number of electronic resources that provides full

text journal articles for library users.

While printed texts have existed for over five hundred years, an ever-increasing amount of

materials, in more recent times, is being produced in a wide range of audiovisual formats.

This is also true in the field of Islamic and Ismaili studies. As such, the Library has begun

collecting photographs and images, as well as film, video and sound recordings. The

collections of audiovisual materials in the Library seek to illustrate the cultures and

traditions of Muslim communities around the world.

In addition to The IIS Library, students have access to specialized library collections in

Islamic Studies at the School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), Senate House and at

the British Library. 
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Conference Fund
Students are encouraged to attend and participate in conferences. The Department

contributes a modest amount towards the costs. Preference is given to those students who

are presenting a paper.

IT Facilities and Support
The IIS provides Mac and PC-based general computing facilities, including standard software

and email applications and internet access. In addition, an IT loan scheme enables students to

purchase a laptop computer. 

Student Services
The Student Services unit is part of the Department of Graduate Studies. The unit is

responsible for overseeing all IIS student services and administrative matters relating to

student welfare including accommodation, immigration and academic records for our

students. The unit works closely with the Head of Department, GPISH Coordinator and

other administrative and support units within the IIS. The Student Services staff can offer

advice, guidance and professional support in many areas, and actively works to promote

equality of opportunity. All services offered are designed to meet the needs of students from

all programme areas regardless of age, background, study methods or other differences. 

Counselling Services
Among the services available to IIS students, is access to Counselling. It can be useful talking to a

counsellor if you encounter difficulties of a personal nature which interfere with your ability to

concentrate or study effectively. The IIS has made arrangements with an external Counselling

Service, for students to have access to counsellors. The latter have long experience in dealing with

both postgraduate and undergraduate students including those from overseas. 

A
ca

d
e
m

ic
 a

n
d

S
tu

d
e
n
t 

S
e
rv

ic
e
s

26



27

A
ca

d
e
m

ic
 a

n
d

S
tu

d
e
n
t 

S
e
rv

ic
e
s

Disability Support
Students with disability will be fully supported to achieve equality of opportunity for

success in their studies. Disabled students are invited to discuss their needs with the IIS'

Student Services. All discussions are in complete confidence. 

Accommodation
The IIS has a contract with a UK student housing company to provide single

accommodation for all IIS students (exceptions may apply for married students) for the

first year and up to August 31 in year 2. Students in their third year may apply for IIS

sponsored accommodation subject to availability; or apply to their destination university.

The rooms are based in “Cluster Flats”with individual rooms, each with its own en-suite

shower room. Each cluster, has four to six rooms with a shared kitchen and living area. All

students are required to live in this residence. The IIS will only agree to allow those

students with exceptional circumstances to reside elsewhere. 

IIS Alumni Association 
The IIS alumni body now consists of several hundred individuals dispersed across the

world. As alumni of the IIS, GPISH graduates become members of the IIS’ Alumni

Association which offers them a number of benefits, including: (a) opportunities to

participate in academic seminars; (b) access to research and conference participation

grants of up to £500 (subject to availability of budget and approval of application; (c)

networking opportunities at annual Chapter Group meetings; (d) an annual Alumni

Newsletter; and (e) opportunities to share news and publish research via a dedicated

domain on the IIS website. 



Studying in London

900 bookshops 

4 UNESCO World Heritage sites 

London is home to more than 400,000 university students. Of these, over 100,000 international

students are from over 200 different countries – that's more international students studying in

London than in any other city in the world.

Studying in a global city has many advantages, including access to cosmopolitan cultural events

and an international network of friends.

Exploring London
London is a city of opportunity, where you can enjoy yourself and continue to learn from the

experiences only a vibrant, cosmopolitan city like London can offer.  The central location of the

IIS in London makes planning a short getaway easy. Hop on a train to Oxford, Stonehenge,

Stratford, or even Paris! There’s also plenty on offer for the sports fanatic – premier league

football, international rugby, tennis and cricket. 

To fully appreciate the wealth of opportunities offered by GPISH,

you need to experience the city of London. This is a dynamic

and diverse environment, where thinking globally comes naturally.



100s museums & galleries

3.5 million passenger on the Tube every day

9 Royal Parks 

14 million books at the British Library'

150 theatres 

33% green space in London

300 languages spoken in London schools

London at a glance 

11,000 restaurants, cafes and takeaways



Application and Admissions Procedure

Entry requirements:

n A completed first degree of good standing from an accredited university, 

equivalent to a British Bachelor's degree. 

n Exposure to the academic study of Islam or the social sciences or the humanities 

(desirable). 

n An acceptable level of English proficiency is required. Applicants who have not 

undertaken university education in English in the UK, USA, Canada, Australia or 

New Zealand must submit an IELTS score. The minimum scores required for entry to 

the Graduate Programme is 6.5 (IELTS). Applicants who have completed at least one 

year of university-level studies in one of the above countries may be exempt from 

submitting IELTS scores. 

Note that TOEFL scores are not acceptable. 

Shortlisted applicants will be interviewed and will be required to sit for a written 

examination. Interviews are meant to ascertain intellectual breadth, analytical skills 

and an interest in issues relating to the study of Muslim societies. Admission to the 

Graduate Programme does not guarantee admission to a degree-granting university 

for the third year of study. While staff are on hand to advise, students are fully 

responsible for gaining their third-year admission.

Fees
GPISH is a fully funded scholarship programme. Successful applicants receive housing, as

well as a living allowance (stipend) for their stay in London. All programme-related fees

and travel costs are covered. Please note that due to changes in the UKBA student visa

regulations, successful applicants will not be able to bring dependents to the UK whilst 

on an IIS student visa. For further information please contact Student Services at the IIS. 
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How to Apply
Please make sure the name on your application is the same as the name on your passport.

1. Application: Request an application pack by emailing admissions@iis.ac.uk. 

2. Fill in the application form

3. Attach your personal statement.

4. Include a sample of your written, academic work.

5. Official transcripts are required from all institutions you have attended 

(graduate and post-graduate), even if you studied part time or several years ago. 

6. A copy of your degree(s) is required.

7. Language test results (if required)

8. Reference Letters: Submit three academic and one character reference.

9. Deadline: Completed applications, with all relevant documents, must be 

received/ postmarked by the application deadline. (See the Guidance notes 

for the application deadline)

Mailing and courier address
Admissions Office

Graduate Programme in Islamic Studies and Humanities

Department of Graduate Studies

The Institute of Ismaili Studies

210 Euston Road

London NW1 2DA

UNITED KINGDOM



GPISH
Broaden Your Horizons


