
xiii

Bakri Aladdin is origin ally from Damascus, and has researched 
and taught on several subjects related to Sufism and Islamic Studies 
in both France and Syria. His gradu ate work in Paris, under the 
direc tion of Henry Corbin, was a compar at ive study on the phil
osophies of Ibn Sīnā, Suhrawardī and Ibn ʿArabī, followed by a 
doctoral disser ta tion on ʿAbd alGhanī alNābulusī’s life, works and 
doctrine. Aladdin has published articles in multiple academic 
journ als and has also published three main works on Nābulusī: his 
auto bib li o graphy (al-Masrad al- naqdī li- muʾalla fāt al-Nābulusī); 
‘Deux Fatwās du Šayḫ ʿAbd alĠanī alNābulusī (1143/1731)’; and a 
crit ical edition of Nābulusī’s most import ant work Wujūd al-ḥaqq 
(Damascus, 1995). He has co edited with Souad Hakim a 
comment ary on Ibn ʿArabī’s Sharḥ al-Mashāhid al-Qudsiyya 
(Damascus, 2004), and edited the volume Symbolisme et herméneu-
tique dans la pensée d’Ibn Aʿrabī (Damascus, 2007), based on a 2005 
confer ence organ ised by him. Recently retired from his post as 
researcher at The Institut Français d’Études Arabes de Damas 
(IFEAD), he is currently compil ing differ ent aspects of Ibn ʿArabī’s 
doctrine dispersed in his multiple works into a unified vision.

Mahmut Ay is Assistant Professor at the Istanbul University’s 
Faculty of Theology, Department of Qur’anic Studies. He received 
his PhD from Marmara University in 2010. His academic works 
have mainly focused on the Sufi inter pret a tion of the Qur’an. He is 
the author of Kur’an’ın Tasavvufi Yorumu: İbn Acîbe’nin elBahru’l
Medîd Adlı Tefsiri (Sufi Interpretation of the Qur’an: Ibn ʿAjība’s 
al-Baḥr al-madīd) (Istanbul, 2011). He has published many 
academic articles and atten ded several inter na tional sympo sia on 
the Qur’an.

Paul Ballanfat teaches philo sophy at the Galatasaray University, 
Istanbul, and Persian and Islamic Studies at the University Jean 
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Moulin in Lyon, France. He has served as a visit ing professor at the 
University of Freiburg, Switzerland, and is a fellow of St John’s 
College, Hong Kong. His main topics are Islamic mysti cism and 
espe cially Sufism as mani fes ted in Persian culture and in the 
Ottoman empire. He is co editor of the Journal of Sufi Studies 
(Brill). He has written several books on Rūzbihān Baqlī Shīrāzī: Le 
Dévoile ment des secrets (Paris, 1996), L’ennuagement du cœur (Paris, 
1998), L’itinéraire des esprits (Paris, 2000); and made a crit ical 
edition of four treat ises of Rūzbihān, published as Quatre traités 
inédits de Rûzbehân (Tehran, 1998). He has published two books on 
Najm alDīn Kubrā, namely, Les éclo sions de la beauté et les parfums 
de la majesté (Nîmes, 2001) and La pratique du soufisme (Nîmes, 
2002). He has also published several books on Ottoman Sufism: 
Hazret- i Pîr- i Üftâde, Le Dîvân (Paris, 2002) (trans lated into English 
under the title The Nightingale in the Garden of Love: The Poems of 
Uftade [Oxford, 2005]); Messianisme et sainteté: les poèmes du 
mystique ottoman Niyâzî Mısrî (Paris, 2012); Unité et spir itu al ité: le 
courant Melâmî-Hamzevî dans l’Empire ottoman (Paris, 2012). He 
has published poems under the title A part (Paris, 2012).

Meir M. Bar-Asher is Professor of Islamic Studies and Chair of the 
Department of Arabic Language and Literature at the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem. His research interests include Qur’anic 
exegesis and reli gious communit ies in Islam (espe cially Twelver 
Shi‘ism and Nuṣayrism). Among his extens ive public a tions are 
Scripture and Exegesis in Early Imāmī Shiism (Leiden, 1999), The 
Nusayrī–Aʿlawī Religion: An Enquiry into Its Theology and Liturgy 
(Leiden, 2002) and ed., Le shiʿisme imamite quar ante ans après: 
Hommage à Etan Kohlberg (Turnhout, 2009).

Gerhard Böwering is Professor of Islamic Studies at Yale University. 
He is a member of the American Philosophical Society and the 
American Oriental Society and a recip i ent of a Guggenheim 
Fellowship and a Mellon Fellowship. He served as visit ing professor 
in Princeton University and Innsbruck University, Austria. He is 
the author of The Mystical Vision of Existence in Classical Islam 
(Berlin and New York, 1980), and a number of crit ical Arabic 
editions: Sulamī’s Ziyādāt ḥaqāʾiq al- tafsīr (Beirut, 1995; 2nd edn 
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Beirut, 1997), Rasāʾil ṣūfiyya li-Abī Aʿbd al-Raḥmān al-Sulamī 
(d. 412/1021) (Beirut, 2009) and Masāʾil wa taʾwīlāt ṣūfiyya li-Abī 
Aʿbd al-Raḥmān al-Sulamī (Beirut, 2010), as well as The Comfort of 
the Mystics: A Manual and Anthology of Sufism (Leiden, 2013). He is 
editor inchief of The Princeton Encyclopedia of Islamic Political 
Thought (2012), editor of Islamic Political Thought: An Introduction 
(Princeton 2015) and coeditor with Yousef Casewit of A Qurʾān 
Commentary by Ibn Barrajān of Seville (Leiden 2016). He is also 
co editor of the series Texts and Studies of the Qur’an (Leiden). In 
2005–6, he gave the Erasmus lectures at the University of Notre 
Dame, Indiana. He has also published numer ous articles and 
contri bu tions to major refer ence books and encyc lo paedias, 
includ ing the Encyclopedia Iranica. He is presently prepar ing a 
mono graph on the Idea of Time in Islam and on Two Cultures of 
Belief: Christianity and Islam.

Amin Ehteshami is a doctoral student in Islamic Studies at the 
University of California, Berkeley. His research primar ily focuses 
on Islamic intel lec tual history, Qur’anic studies, and Shi‘i hadith 
liter at ure.

Janis Esots is a Research Associate at the Institute of Ismaili Studies, 
London. He received his PhD in Middle Eastern Literatures and 
Cultures from Tallinn University, Estonia, in 2007. His PhD disser ta
tion is entitled ‘Mullā Ṣadrā’s Teaching on Wujūd: A Synthesis of 
Mysticism and Philosophy’. From 2000 until 2013 (with minor inter
vals), he taught at the University of Latvia, becom ing Associate 
Professor of Arabic and Persian in 2010. He is the editor of the Islamic 
Philosophy Yearbook Ishraq. Esots special ises in Islamic philo sophy 
and intel lec tual history and has published numer ous articles and 
encyc lo paedia entries on these subjects. In addi tion, he has trans lated 
into Russian the works of Mullā Ṣadrā, Shihāb alDīn Suhrawardī, Mīr 
Dāmād, Ṣadr alDīn Qūnawī and Jalāl alDīn Rūmī. He is currently 
prepar ing ‘A Dictionary of Ismaili Philosophy’ for public a tion.

*Peter Heath received his PhD in Near Eastern Languages and 
Civilizations from Harvard University in 1981. Between 1981 and 

* Professor Peter Heath sadly passed away on 12 November 2014.
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1986 he was Assistant Professor of Cultural Studies at Birzeit 
University on the West Bank in Palestine. In 1986 he returned to 
the US, where he joined Washington University in St. Louis, 
becoming full Professor of Arabic Language and Literature in 1996. 
In 1998, he became Provost at the American University of Beirut 
where for ten years he played a leading role in the academic 
rebuild ing of that distin guished insti tu tion. In 2008, he became 
Chancellor of the American University of Sharjah and Professor in 
the Department of Arabic and Translation Studies. Among his 
public a tions are two books: The Thirsty Sword. Sīrat ‘Antar and the 
Arabic Popular Epic (1996) and Allegory and Philosophy in Avicenna 
(Ibn Sīna), with a Translation of the Book of the Prophet Muhammad’s 
Ascent to Heaven (1992), and over thirty articles on subjects in 
Arabic liter at ure and Islamic thought.

Annabel Keeler is an Affiliated Researcher at the Faculty of Asian and 
Middle Eastern Studies and a Research Associate of Wolfson College, 
both at the University of Cambridge. Her research interests include 
Sufi exegesis, early to ‘clas sical’ Islamic mysti cism, Persian liter at ure 
and proph et o logy. She is the author of Sufi Hermeneutics: The Qur’an 
Commentary of Rashīd al-Dīn Maybudī (Oxford, 2006) and co 
trans lator of the comment ary of Sahl alTustarī, under the title Tafsīr 
al-Tustarī (Kentucky, 2011). She is currently working on a mono graph 
on the third/ninthcentury mystic Abū Yazīd alBisṭāmī and continu ing 
her compar at ive study of Sufi comment ar ies on Sūrat Yūsuf.

Pierre Lory is Directeur d’études at the École Pratique des Hautes 
Études (Sorbonne, Paris), where he has taught at the Section des 
Sciences Religieuses since 1991. His special isa tion is in mystical and 
esoteric trends in Islam. His public a tions include Les commentaires 
ésotériques du Coran selon ‘Abd al-Razzâq al-Qâshânî (Paris, 1991), 
Alchimie et mystique en terre d’Islam (Lagrasse, 2003), Le rêve et ses 
inter préta tions en Islam (Paris, 2003), La science des lettres en islam 
(Paris, 2004) and some 200 articles on related topics.

Toby Mayer is a Research Associate in the Qur’anic Studies Unit at 
the Institute of Ismaili Studies, London. He previ ously taught 
courses on Sufism and Islamic philo sophy at the School of Oriental 
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and African Studies, London. He gained his DPhil from the 
University of Oxford in 2002; his disser ta tion was entitled ‘On 
Existence and its Causes: The Fourth Namaṭ of Avicenna’s Ishārāt 
and its Main Commentaries’. He has published articles on philo
soph ical debates related to the thought of Ibn Sīnā, on Muslim 
mysti cism and scrip tural hermen eut ics, in addi tion to an analysis 
and trans la tion of Shahrastānī’s exegesis of Sūrat al-Fātiḥa from the 
Mafātīḥ al- asrār, as Keys to the Arcana: Shahrastānī’s Esoteric 
Commentary on the Qur’an (Oxford, 2009) and two crit ical editions 
and trans la tions with Wilferd Madelung: Shahrastānī’s Kitāb 
al-Muṣāraʿa, entitled Struggling with the Philosopher: A Refutation 
of Avicenna’s Metaphysics (London, 2001) and ʿAlī b. Muḥammad 
alWalīd’s al-Risāla al- mufīda entitled Avicenna’s Allegory on the 
Soul: An Ismaili Interpretation (London, 2016).

Martin Nguyen is Associate Professor of Islamic Religious 
Traditions in the Department of Religious Studies and Faculty 
Chair for Diversity at Fairfield University, Connecticut. He received 
his Masters of Theological Studies from Harvard Divinity School 
and PhD from the Center for Middle Eastern Studies at Harvard 
University. His current research interests concern the Qur’an and 
its exegesis, the histor ical devel op ment of Muslim theo logy, and the 
inter sec tion of Sufism and kalām. He is the author of Sufi Master 
and Qur’an Scholar: Abū’l-Qāsim al-Qushayrī and the Laṭāʾif 
al ishārāt (Oxford, 2012).

Sajjad Rizvi is Associate Professor of Islamic Intellectual History at 
the University of Exeter. Trained as a histor ian at Christ Church, 
Oxford, and Pembroke College, Cambridge, he has previ ously 
taught at the univer sit ies of Cambridge and Bristol. A special ist of 
Islamic thought in the Islamic East, he is the author of Mullā Ṣadrā 
Shīrāzī (Oxford, 2007) and Mullā Ṣadrā and Metaphysics (London, 
2009). He is currently working on a study of the same thinker’s 
noetics. His future projects include a comparative history of 
philosophy in the Persianate eighteenth century, and an intel lec tual 
history of Islamic philo soph ical tradi tions in India from 1500 to 
1900.
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Kristin Zahra Sands holds the Harlequin Adair Dammann Chair 
in Islamic Studies at Sarah Lawrence College. She is the author  
of Ṣūfī Commentaries on the Qur āʾn in Classical Islam (London, 
2006) and has published a number of articles in the field of Sufi 
hermeneutics. Her English trans la tion of Abū’lQāsim alQushayrī’s 
Laṭāʾif al- ishārāt as Subtle Allusions. Part 1: Sūrahs 1–4, for the 
Royal Aal alBayt Institute for Islamic Thought’s tafsīr project, is 
forth com ing through Fons Vitae.

Sara Sviri is a Professor Emerita at the Department of Arabic and 
the Department of Comparative Religions at The Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem. Formerly, she taught at the Department of Hebrew 
and Jewish Studies at University College London and at the 
University of Oxford. Her fields of study include Islamic mysti cism, 
mystical philo sophy, JudaeoArabic mystical writ ings, compar at ive 
aspects of early Islam, the form at ive period of Islamic mysti cism, 
and the mystical wisdom of Ibn ʿArabī. She has published many 
academic articles on these topics. Her book The Taste of Hidden 
Things: Images on the Sufi Path was published in 1997 in the USA. 
In 2008, her Sufi Anthology (Ha-Sufim: Antologia) was published in 
Hebrew by the TelAviv University Press. An Arabic version, 
Anthūlūjiyya: al-Ṣūfiyya fī’l-Islām, is forthcoming. She is currently 
preparing a monograph on alḤakīm alTirmidhī and early 
manifestations of Islamic mysticism.

Richard Todd obtained his DPhil from the University of Oxford. 
He is currently a Teaching Fellow in Arabic, Turkish and Classical 
Arabic Literature at the University of Edinburgh. His research 
interests include Islamic philo sophy, theo logy and mysti cism, espe
cially Ibn ʿArabī and his school. He is the author of The Sufi Doctrine 
of Man: Ṣadr al-Dīn al-Qūnawī’s Metaphysical Anthropology 
(Leiden, 2014) and A History of Arabic Alchemy: From Abbasid Iraq 
to Ottoman Istanbul (forth com ing).


